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Driver Safety

5 key points to keep in mind when operating a 15-passenger XLT Van:

· Length of van

· Height of van

· Weight distribution of van

· Balance of the van when fully and not fully occupied
· Width of van

I. Length of van
1. Executing turns

a. Always keep your wheels straight before executing a turn
b. Do not cut other drivers off when making a turn or waiting for traffic to clear
c. Minimize left turns as much as possible so you do not have to cross oncoming traffic
2. Changing lanes
a. When changing lanes, allow extra distance when turning in front of other vehicles
b. Be alert to blind spots
c. The worst accidents occur when drivers neglect to make sure it was ok to change lanes 
d. There are larger blind spots on the side and rear, as such adjust mirrors properly, check blind spots every 3-5 seconds
e. When checking, lean forward in seat to reduce size of blind spot and avoid driving in the blind spot of others
f. When possible, minimize lane changes and use another passenger as a spotter; however, driver should not fully rely on another passenger as a spotter
g. Do not cut other drivers off when switching lanes
3. Parking
a. Park when possible so you can drive straight thru an unoccupied space vs. having to back up first
b. If parallel parking, use passenger as a spotter
c. By practicing maneuvers, you will get used to the van’s length

II. Height of van
1. View

a. Extra height provides a great view behind you but obstructs in front for drivers behind the van
b. Provide extra cushion in front of you because motorists behind cannot see traffic events ahead
2. Keep height difference in mind when making turns, using parking deck, drive thru windows and car washes

III. Gravity and Weight of van
1. Gravity can create van to tip more easily

2. To best distribute the weight, passengers should fill the front seats first

3. Stay below posted speed limits on curves, turns, and freeway entry areas to reduce occurrence of a rollover

4. If the wheels drop off the roadway, gradually reduce speed and veer back onto the roadway when safe to do so

5. Always leave a 4-second space cushion from the motorist in front of you (count 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004)
a. If you pass that person before you get to 1004, then you should reduce speed and increase cushion
b. This also avoids possibility of being hit from behind
c. Avoid following traffic in front of you too closely

The 15 passenger XLT is much heavier than most automobiles

Greater force is required to stop and requires earlier braking

A 4-second space cushion allows you to come to a smooth, complete spot

Allow more distance to compensate for the van’s slow acceleration and pulling out into traffic


IV. Safe vanpool driving depends on other things as well

1. Prior to leaving a parking space, walk around the van to check clearances on all sides and make sure there are no obstructions behind vehicles

2. Conduct more thorough inspections once a week

a. Check tires for cuts and uneven wear

b. Proper operation of turn signals

c. Functioning headlights, brake and tail lights

d. Functioning windshield wipers

e. Mirrors

f. Safety belts

g. Proper tire pressure

h. Checking and maintaining tire pressure is one of the most important precautionary measure you can take (tire pressure gauge provided)

i. Tires can lose 1lb per square inch per month under normal driving and weather conditions

ii. Tires can lose another 1lb per square inch for every 10 degree Farenheight temperature drop; don’t rely on visual inspections of tires alone, especially in winter months where a significant drop in tire pressure can occur

iii. Always check tire pressure when tires are cold

iv. Refer to the recommended air pressure listed on the driver side door jam; this is often different for front and rear tires

v. Remember with the extra weight you carry in the van, tires can become dangerously overloaded when under inflated

vi. Check van tire pressure weekly

3. Make all necessary adjustments prior to driving

4. Think of your passengers as your co-pilot, ask them for guidance when you’re backing up, changing lanes or parking but bear in mind that the ultimate responsibility belongs to you

V. Safety belts
1. Make sure you and your passengers are wearing safety belts correctly
2. Yes! We Van, LLC requires that all passengers wear safety belts at all times without exception
3. Safety belts are the most important safety feature on the van designed to reduce the risk of serious injury in the event of an accident
4. A passenger’s refusal to wear a safety belt should be immediately reported to Yes! We Van, LLC

VI. Speeding

1. Always obey the posted speed limit
2. Never driver faster than the road or weather safely permit
3. You should reduce your speed and following distance in adverse weather conditions; hydroplaning can occur anytime the road is wet and at speeds as low as 30mph
4. If your vehicle begins to hydroplane, reduce your speed but do not brake as it could force you into a skid
5. Unexpected occurrences could happen to the best, most alert of drivers in any type of vehicle

For example, if your wheels drift onto the shoulder of the road, slow down gradually, letting up on the accelerator while steering the vehicle straight ahead; if you must brake, do so gradually and gently (hard panicked braking or attempting to enter into the flow of traffic too quickly could result in a dangerous loss of control
Pull back onto the roadway only when you’ve reduced your speed and are at a point to do so and when traffic conditions permit

VII. Responsibility

1. Never operate a vehicle if you feel sleepy or are taking medications that list drowsiness as a potential side effect as this may increase your reaction time
a. If you feel tired or are taking a medication that may bring on sedation, ask one of your approved back up drivers to drive for you
2. Handling and using cellar phones is an unsafe practice while operating a van and is strictly prohibited
3. Be aware of passengers safety before they’re in the van and after they have left
b. When picking up or dropping off passengers, make sure you pull completely out of the way of traffic and into a clearly visible area; avoid stopping just beyond the crest of a hill or just around a curve in the road
c. Avoid stopping in traffic where passengers will have to step out into the road when boarding and exiting; do not wave passengers to cross in front of you as you cannot control actions of other drivers
4. Know how to keep your cool, road rage is a chronic problem; please be patient and tolerant when you’re behind the wheel of Yes! We Van, LLC and remember your driving habits and your attitude are noticed not only by the passengers within your van but also the many drivers you share the road with everyday
5. Should you be involved in an accident, please report it to Yes! We Van, LLC as soon as possible
d. Accident reporting instructions can be found inside the pouch 
e. Accident reports should be completed providing full details of the accident

Only drivers screened and approved by Yes! We Van, LLC are allowed to operate the vans; operation by any individual who is NOT an authorized and approved driver by Yes! We Van is strictly prohibited

I sign and acknowledge that I have read and fully understand the driver safety and responsibility requirements of Yes! We Van, LLC.
______________________________________







Print Name








______________________________________


__________________

Signature







Date
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